PUTTING ON
THE GLITZ

Expert advice om

walches and jewellery
Jewellery fratumng paccious
slomes has moved o the forefront
of fashion in recent years. As the
brlingg culture becamse de riguear
fiar :r‘qp:n and hip=hop stars,
fashlonisis chise colouned
e insbed, using them 1o
complement the laxiest trends
off thie canwalks.

Thamks to madern mining
technlcuies, precinus siones come
in & hoet of colours, ranging from
green bend o purple amethyst
and aqquamarine, ansd sapphines in
pink, violel, vellow and orange.

Traslivkimally, thie thiress mnst
peepakar colowipes stones - ruby,
emerald and sapphine - are
chassilied as pirecious ssomes,
and the rest are categorised as
SEMA-Precions. HiowweweeT, s
SEmd-precious Is redyndan,

A& fine lourmaline can be
mone expensive than a lar
aagphite of emetakd, o (e em
i mdsheming, amd unidr vo pther
coloured gems,” says Taymn

Fage Allles, foninder and cwner
af Tayma Fine Jewellery. Her
s=ntiment is echosd by Stella
Carlon Les, direcior of the
Gemakigical Institute of America's
i1 Hong Kong branch. The
Enstinate, which is a leading
miharity pn gemsinnes, doesn't
errloree the lerm semi-predcions,
ardd that all matuml grems ane
cosidered precious sanes.

. Theewe are bunidreds of diferent
types af colowured stones from
ult over the world, inchiding
South America and Africa, and
firoam Asian coniniries asch &

Sl Lanka arel M Hr.
varieties such uﬂm&!mmrl}tl.w
aquamarine and counmalis:
are found in Braxil.

Codaured sones are popalar
T their generous sizes and ane
mware affoedable than diamonds.

A wrenicniitied A AmsaTing
ighing 45 carats went umder
the hammer for $50,4000at a
Chirite’'s msction 1as1 wesk
“Imagime the diamond you
cam, e with SI00L000, savs Allles,
“The same mmouUnlL can geL you
preny far with coloure:d ssanes.”

Choosing & colour
Procinie Slonss sofme i many
calours, allowing you o mix and
mzich, according w0 vour mpaed,
Pick a codour that complemenis
vour skin fone. Wammer and mone
inaen s huumj.}y Rk grear with
adan, whereas or
wodours such ns &lkwm '!.dI:I'I.I.'F-mI.IJI:
paler complexians.

As a sharting poine, Allies

. SUgRESts & pake bl squamar

whiich is a calowr that suits mo
skin tones. Choosing the type of
sione 15 p maier of persorsl s,
althouph some women will wear
thitir birthsinne ar chooss o gEm
with symbaolic vahue or nmthology
signilficance, For cxample, ganmse
represerils Bilh ard logalry, ruly
siands for passion and courage,
Al ATEL e A s Mopae,

As musch a8 iU's a personal
preference, ihe colour, canny,
and cut are important facioes in
desenmining the vahie of coloured

LTS, Carel Chan Kar-lak.
ty cirectar af Socheby’s
Chéna and Southeass Asia. Once

\\.‘5-

youl've decided on a colour thal
yoet like, examidne s tone and
satumiion, Tones of bleck, grey
o B dhill the calowr of lhe
sione and affec fis overall valoe.

With the exception of
crneralcls, quality ooknansd
shoubd have a pure, vivid ooleuar
vetth 1o visible inchasions, An

arpsring in vivid blue is more

able tham the: same spane
Ir & paler biue, A well-cur
palmared stone has an even
coloiar, good brillsnce and
minimum inclusions. The polish
of 1he sipime shosihd b smooth
wilhoud any ricks.

Unlike diamaonds, Lee savs
e s N iEnermanionall
recognised grading system for
olowred siones. '.'-{IH'IE jreellers
have devised their cwn grading
systems, ba thelr srandands may
vary. She also says coloured
siomes are aften wreaied i
enthance their colows and clany.

Tagma Fine
Jewedlary rose pink
tourmaline risg lar
lizft] in rose gold

s mabural farest
green 1ourmaline
ring |l In yelios
goldl, 568000 anth

This alTects the valie and pric:
‘Trearing stones §s accepeable as
long &6 i'e Cairly rellecied in the
E-I'ﬂ'lr GIA issues repornis
bing whether gems ane
neual, nnﬂ il thiry“vie Bewny
subjeected to any tnzatment. The
:m':ir'elm'l avwilahle in Hong
although it can be armanged
nﬁe 115, F'."E|]'.I:1:I‘ b0 wadt from
four 1 six winiks Bor & resall,

Staternent pleces
Toclay, the tremd is fowards bigzer
and holder statement pleces, as
spd in colourfl eockiail dngs
from Mauboussin, to the Ane
mlc?'pullmlm;ﬁ;ﬂn?n :
Edail ring are | o 1hem
i shiwrase A soliany sione's
Besury, The idea is v go all aus,
with szrs smasting from ander 10
CArEIE o S0, 40 or even 50 curals,
depending on how much wou're
ety o spanel, e oocasion and
youar eruefie

Allles: has nomiced a growing
popitarity for coloured slones
amemg her Aslam customers in
TBCENL Yedrs. Stones with warmer
oalaurs swch as mandarin orange,
gamet or lemon ciirine ane
usually set in yellow gald,
whereas pastel colours such as
acquamaring or pink sapphines
are s in white gold, Many
jeswellers like to mix diamaonds
with coloured stomes, such &=
Bulgar's Allegra eollection, which
blends dinmonds and peards with

Caring for your gam

Clean your pleces with warm
water and & linle soap using a
sallt toathbrash. Store colouped
#ems In soft pouches o prevent
seratching. Mosl gems are harder
than the metal they're set in, and

can scraich the finksh af your gald,

sliver or platinuem jewelleny if not
properly handlad,

Shopping list
Bulgari

Shop G3, Chater House, Central;
rel: 2523 AOST,

The Allegra collectbon leaiures
coloured siones of all cuts,

Ojor

Ehop GA3-45, the Landmark,
Central; tel: 2524 277,

Omee of the first fashion houscs

to feature alaharie precious
umiu ﬁTe:sim“m

cxl ons [designed by Victoire
de Castellane) Emmhicklall
rings wilh aquamarine, amethyss,
pink and yellow sapphires, and
meany other calounsl gems.

Maubaussin

Shop 2040, Podium bevel 2, IRC
Mall, Central; tel: 2234 TG,

15 Divinescollection eatures
gems of every imaginahle colour,
including 30-carat stones from
the Galaxes line.

Tayma Fine Jovellery
Ehap 251, Prince’s Building,
Central; tel: 2525 S360,
Kiaren Ting

Maubsussins
Galaxies Divines
amathyst ring
wiith white gold

and diamonds,
537,000



